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Prescriptions written for a beneficiary in a long-term care (LTC)

facility will be included in determining compliance

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1ST, 2025

Is the CMS EPCS Program Voluntary?

No. All prescribers who issue controlled substance prescriptions under Medicare Part D are included in 
the CMS EPCS Program, after exceptions, each measurement year.

Are There Exceptions to the CMS EPCS Program?

�– Prescribers must electronically prescribe at least 70 percent of their Schedule II, III, IV, and V 

controlled substance prescriptions under Medicare Part D, after exceptions, each measurement year.

�– Prescribers will be exempt from this requirement in the following situations:

�■ Small Prescriber Exception� ��� ������������� ������
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�■ Declared Disaster Exception� ��� ������������� ������
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�■ CMS-Approved Waiver� ��� ������
� ���� 
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ALL COMMUNITIES CARING FOR RESIDENTS / PATIENTS COVERED BY CMS (Med D and 

Medicare Advantage) MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE by JANUARY 1ST, 2025

��� With prescribers writing for >100 controls/year and who have NOT received a waiver. 
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Goals / Rationale for Mandate (Per CMS):

�– �� � �� ��� ����� ��� ����  � ��� � �� �������� � ��������  �� �������� 
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SUMMARIZED KEY POINTS

CMS EPCS Prescriber Portal
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CMS EPCS Program Timeline
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Example of 2023 2023 Measurement Cycle

https://cqr.cms.gov/epcs/landing
https://cqr.cms.gov/epcs/landing
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What is the CMS EPCS Program?

��
 �������� 
��������
� �	� �������¢
� �� �
����	 ���� �� ��
 ������	�
 ��
­������
� ��
�
	���	 ���� 
������
� ������ �
���
�� �	� ��
���
	� ��� ����
	�� �	� �����	���
� ��������� ��� ������� ��� ��£­
����� ����� ������¢
� �
�
��� 
����� �� ������
 ���
�� �	� ������� �� �
���� ���
� �
����
� ���� ���
���
 ��� ���� 
��� �	� � ��	�����
� ������	�
 ��
��������	� �	�
� �
�����
 ���� � �	� �
�����
 ����	���
 ��
��������	 
���� ���­��� ���	� �
 ��
�����
� 
�
����	������� ���¤
�� �� �	� 

�
����	� ��
 �
�����
	� �� �
���� �	� 
����	 �
����
� ����� ��� ��
����� ��
 ���  ��� ������� ���
� ��
 ����
��
� �	 ��
 �� ����� �� ����� 
�� ����� ��������	 �

 ���
���
 ��	�� ���
�� ��
 �������	�
 �
����
�
	� �
���
 
�
����
 �� ���� ���� 
��
 ����� �
����
�
	� �
�� ��� ������  ��� ����
��
	� �
����
�
	� �
�� �
��	� �	 ¥�	���� � �	� 
	�� �	 
�
�
��
� ���

What is Electronic Prescribing for Controlled Substances?
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Important Information About the CMS EPCS Program
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Resources:

�■ ���  �
����	�� ��
������	� ��� ��	�����
� ������	�
� � ���� ������� �https://www.cms.gov/medicare/e-health/

eprescribing/cms-eprescribing-for-controlled-substances-program�

�■ ���� ���  ��� �
���	� �����
� ����¦ �
�
�
	�
 ����
 �https://www.cms.gov/files/document/epcs-program-getting-started-
quick-reference-guide.pdf-2�

�■ ���� ���  ��� ���� �https://www.cms.gov/files/document/epcs-frequently-asked-questions.pdf-3�
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